
June 2021 

Discussions are proceeding with the Hall to reopen for carving. Watch this space! 

Our Next Meeting  is on 
The morning of  
Saturday 3 July 

 
Although the full easing 

of lockdown 
restrictions has been 

delayed, our club is able 
to open on 3 July, given 

our size – so that is what 
we will be doing. 

 
you will be given a warm 
welcome  any time from 

9am on 3 July when we 
finally reopen  our doors 
at St. Johns  for carving! 

 
It’s been a long time 

coming so let’s enjoy 
carving together again 

      
      

This rather fetching pendant is from Russian website: 
кулон "лебедь" | Резьба по дереву, кости и камню 
(rezbaderevo.ru) 
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Much of this month’s newsletter is devoted to the 
extraordinary art of Chinese (Dongyang ) 
woodcarving – sadly a dying art. See overleaf for 
more: it’s quite a treat.. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-52324108
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-52324108
http://rezbaderevo.ru/kulon-lebed
http://rezbaderevo.ru/kulon-lebed
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/257831147407683769/?utm_campaign=rdpins&e_t=400ee7e563b2428a955f08ca068376c3&utm_source=31&utm_medium=2004&utm_content=257831147407683769&utm_term=6&news_hub_id=5162663754126632023


 

 
Panel in Miniature 

This lovely intricate panel below is from Ann.  
 
She says:  
‘I had an unusual commission to carve a over door panel in MDF (1/12th scale miniature of course).   
 
It was surprisingly fun and easy to carve.’ 

Downdraft Table 

Sanding often leads to dust- unhealthy and a 
nuisance. This clever piece of kit sucks the dust 
downwards – not up as most such devices. Full 
details at DIY Downdraft Table for Sanding | How 
to Build - Bing video  

Timber! 
Ann writes: 
 
While Grahame and I were out 
walking we came across a small bit of 
oak.   
 
Sadly it wouldn’t fit in my back pack!  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=How+to+Build+a+DIY+Downdraft+Table+|+FixThisBuildThat&docid=607997769556501468&mid=236AB95C39E0FC311438236AB95C39E0FC311438&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=How+to+Build+a+DIY+Downdraft+Table+|+FixThisBuildThat&docid=607997769556501468&mid=236AB95C39E0FC311438236AB95C39E0FC311438&view=detail&FORM=VIRE


 

Dongyang woodcarving 

The folk handicraft, Dongyang woodcarving 東陽木雕, is considered one of the major schools of woodcarving in 
China and was first developed during the Tang dynasty. Named after its place of origin, Dongyang in Zhejiang 
Province, It is characterized by exquisite high relief carving and delicate design. 
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Dongyang woodcarving 
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Dongyang woodcarving 
In his blog, ‘Retiree Diary’ (15 | November | 2012 | retireediary (wordpress.com)) writes:  
Woodcarving is a dying art in China as this demands a lot of skills, time and dedication. Young people in China are more interested in learning other trades and 
look for other openings. Woodcarving in China can be traced back to the New Stone Age.  With a long history, the handicraft has developed into four major 
schools: Huizhou Woodcarving, Dongyang Woodcarving, Chaozhou Woodcarving, and Hunan Woodcarving. As one of the four major schools of woodcarving, 
Dongyang Woodcarving has been reputed as one of the best folk handicrafts and a national treasure. Dongyang Woodcarving came into being early in Tang 
Dynasty. In Song Dynasty, it became highly developed as an art. During the period of Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, Dongyang Woodcarving flourished. The 
picture below shows the White Snake in beautiful human form flying above the West Lake with the pagoda on the left, willows at the top and boats on the lake. 
 
Dongyang woodcarving, also called “white woodcarving” (white is the natural color of the wood) is one of the finest in Chinese crafts. In terms of techniques, 
Dongyang woodcarving features a high relief, multi-layers, and a rich composition of pictures, presenting a third dimension, full yet in neat order. 

These pictures were taken 
by‘Retiree Diary’ (15 | 
November | 2012 | 
retireediary 
(wordpress.com))  and are 
scenes from the legend of 
the White Snake 

https://retireediary.wordpress.com/2012/11/15/
https://retireediary.wordpress.com/2012/11/15/
https://retireediary.wordpress.com/2012/11/15/
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