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Discussions are proceeding with the Hall to reopen for carving. Watch this space! 

‘Covid Is An Angry Virus!’ 
One Albert McCracken has carved a 
model of this nasty little virus which 
is changing our lives, under the 
heading shown above. Find it 
atCovid-19 is an angry virus! : 
Woodcarving (reddit.com) and   
vwhsmc4d4jr41.jpg (4160×2080) 
(redd.it). One shot is with the mask; 
one without.  
 
Well done to this creative soul for 
the carving, but now go away, little 
pesky germ – we have had quite 
enough of you! 

 Coronavirus: Woodcarver makes 
superhero plaques for NHS 

The BBC has reported that a wood carver has hand-carved plaques to 
show appreciation for the NHS. Johnathon Whittaker, a full-time 
wood carver and sculptor from Devon, said he received over 4,000 
requests for the plaques from NHS staff.  

The requests were consolidated and then donated 
into deliveries for 67 hospitals. He said if his designs 
made staff feel "more appreciated at the end of a 
long shift, it's the least I can do". 
 
A Royal Devon and Exeter Foundation Trust (RD&E 
FT) spokesman said “[Ours] is now sitting proudly in 
our main reception for all to see.“ (See below.) 

Johnathon and partner 
Christine 

      
      

More at: Coronavirus: Woodcarver makes superhero 
plaques for NHS - BBC News More on next page…. 
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‘Carved by Hand’ Project – From: NHS & Care Plaques - Carved by Hand 
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Engraving tools 

I’ve not seen these carving tool bits  before, and have not purchased them, but they seem impressive.  First seen on 
an American website (Wood Carving & Engraving Drill Bit Set – Vaschoen at $19.90, I then found them on Amazon 
(LifeBest 5Pcs/Set Wood Carving And Engraving Drill Bit Milling Cutter Root Carving Tools for DIY Woodworking 
Carving Carving Tool: Amazon.co.uk: Kitchen & Home ) and ebay (1 Set Wood Carving And Engraving Drill Bit 
Milling Cutter Carving Tool For Sale | eBay) at a much more reasonable cost of four to five pounds.  

The top left and bottom right shots are 
from the American website. The others are 
from eBay and Amazon.  
 
If you have any of these, or plan to buy 
them, please let me know what you think 
of them. Thanks. 

https://vaschoen.com/collections/neu/products/wood-carving-engraving-drill-bit-set?pp=0&epik=dj0yJnU9TG5YN1M3bXJzRXhXVEVrLS0tX0VfN0dEeU1EOE9Ma1QmcD0xJm49MFRlRDlmNlo0TDA1aHlfcUJEMVpuQSZ0PUFBQUFBRl92QmE0&variant=37566297899200
https://www.amazon.co.uk/LifeBest-Carving-Engraving-Milling-Woodworking/dp/B089M9T76L/ref=asc_df_B089M9T76L/?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=&hvpos=&hvnetw=o&hvrand=&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583657832541971&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/LifeBest-Carving-Engraving-Milling-Woodworking/dp/B089M9T76L/ref=asc_df_B089M9T76L/?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=&hvpos=&hvnetw=o&hvrand=&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583657832541971&psc=1
https://www.ebay.co.uk/i/124293715842?chn=ps&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=710-153316-527457-8&mkcid=2&itemid=124293715842&targetid=4584894773047612&device=c&mktype=&googleloc=&poi=&campaignid=398226962&mkgroupid=1300722490880837&rlsatarget=pla-4584894773047612&abcId=2145997&merchantid=87779&msclkid=82b93022fe56152c24066fcdf9347986
https://www.ebay.co.uk/i/124293715842?chn=ps&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=710-153316-527457-8&mkcid=2&itemid=124293715842&targetid=4584894773047612&device=c&mktype=&googleloc=&poi=&campaignid=398226962&mkgroupid=1300722490880837&rlsatarget=pla-4584894773047612&abcId=2145997&merchantid=87779&msclkid=82b93022fe56152c24066fcdf9347986


Letter from Cathy 
 

It was lovely to get a Christmas letter from member Cathy, who now resides in Madeira. An extract is below: 
 
…I have watched with sadness as each time it looked like you were going to manage a real life Woodentops meeting, 
the goal posts moved and you were not able to.  As you say in the newsletter Clive, hopefully the vaccine will speed up 
the chances of returning to normality next year. 
  
I have not been able to do any carving here yet as we are still waiting for the house to be built, although my hobby has 
influenced some of the house design.  We have a corner in the garage which has a big window and has been marked 
as my future work area.  We will ask the carpenter to put in a chunky work bench for mounting the vice etc. 
  
..Life continues relatively calmly here.  We are not as restricted as the UK, although masks are mandatory nearly 
everywhere. We get to eat out a lot and spend plenty of time doing our beloved walks.  Right now it is .. fun to walk in 
the town centre as they have fantastic Christmas lights to look at.  
 

Sign 

Your editor’s modest project during lockdown – a carving for a friend who has christened his new greenhouse. I 
printed the words on paper, using a program  (Photoshop) to ‘bend’ the letters a bit to fit the shape of the wood I had 
to hand, then stuck the paper on the wood.  I carved through the paper, then sanded off the excess paper afterwards. 
The font is Comic Sans. The wood is, I think, mahogany.  

I think of you often and look 
forward to seeing you when the 
world settles down again. 
 
I send all Woodentops my best 
wishes for a happy and healthy 
2021, and hope that you manage 
to get back together very soon, 
and, of course, Happy Carving!” 
 
Cathy x 
 
NB Cathy and her husband Dave 
are having a rather impressive 
house built for them in Madeira. 
This is It so far  . 
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Carvings are all around 

On a ‘Lockdown’ solitary walk,  I spied 
these bears in Walden Wood, part of 
Walden Road Recreation Ground in 
Chislehurst, Kent. And very well 
carved they are two, these cheeky 
bears on a rowing trip. There is no 
sign attributing the carvings, so they 
remain anonymous for the time 
being.  If you know who carved them, 
let me know! 

Old Jokes Home: 
 

I gave my French 
girlfriend a carving 

engraved ‘Le Monde'. 
 

It means the world to 
her. 



Cool Statues 

A short sequence showing a very creative 
set of statues includes the ones shown 

here, and which may provide inspiration 
for your next carving. I can't include a link 

in this newsletter, but will add it to the 
email that goes out with the link to our 

newsletter. 



Hope 

The next Main Meeting 
(Carving, coffee & cake, an opportunity to bring guests 

and potential new members) will be from  
9am to 1pm,  Saturday  7 March 2020 

Next ‘No Frills’ Meeting:  16 March 2020 

All our meeting dates and other information are shown on 
our website www.woodentopswoodcarvers.co.uk 

Cakes for March Meeting 
: 

You know who you are 
 

Members are reminded that if they demonstrate at an event on their own, 
they MUST tell Leader Ann to help ensure they are fully covered by the 

provisions of the insurance arrangements in place. 

Leader: Ann High    
  01689 859617 fellowcarver@gmail.com 

Note new email address 
Treasurer Andrew Cheesman 07843 274363   andrew.cheesman@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary/ 
Newsletter 

Clive Nash 0208 4648902 clivewoodentops@outlook.com 

Catering Jane and Paul 
Mannering 

  01622 297834   paulmannering62@gmail.com 
  slipknotdesign7@hotmail.co.uk 

Committee Member Tom Young 01689 851500 thomas.young67@ntlworld.com 

The Committee 

The District of Hope, Alaska. Carved Sign. Let us hope we are all in the ‘District of Hope’ once the vaccination 
programme gains momentum.  
Sign from hope-hc.jpg (3129×2248) (wordpress.com) 

https://peripateticbone.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/hope-hc.jpg
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