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We meet at: We meet on:

St John's United Reformed Church Hall NeWS‘Etter The first Saturday of each month

Lynwood Grove Orpington BR6 0BG 9am-1pm. New members welcome
The Woodentops is the SE London and W Kent Branch of the BWA

, Now follow on twitter: #carverofwood ,

In the News

|ts official! Sculptureisnow more popular and valuable!

The Evening Standard cutting below of 4 November shows how sculpture is, thank goodness, finally getting prices reflecting
its true worth. So remember this when you next sell the prized carving that you sweated and slaved over for months, or when
you are whittling something for the godchild or grandchild. That sale or treasured heirloom could have a value well beyond its
sentimental value. Long may the trend continue!

Sotheby’s carves out record £264m

Sculpture ne longer the
poor relation of painting
as bidders make history
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These are available from ebay.



How Do I Get an Idea for a Carving? Part 2

| get precious little feedback so I'm never sure if anyone actually reads this magazine, but assuming someone does, you may
remember that last month | mentioned that I've several friends who’ve said they would really love to take up carving but
wouldn’t have a clue what to carve. So they don’t even start. Last month | gave a few ideas for inspiration, such as going to
sculpture exhibitions. Here are a few more.

This interesting sculpture popped up by Liverpool street station and is
now there for good. Makes you think. Why triangular heads? Why no
arms?

| was not sure if ‘Please Do Not Climb’ was a safety notice or the title of
the piece!

S left just before the entrance to the Northern approach to the

¥ ‘g‘ Blackwall Tunnel, by a wood yard. Clearly an inspired carver

5 i'w  is working there. (Sorry about the poor quality of the shot —

snapped though the car window while the traffic was
gueueing

. | € This full size wooden bear was on the pavement to the
z

€Finally,
this
magnificent
wood
carved
stag’s head
is on
permanent
display at
Great Comp
Gardens,
Kent.
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So the message is clear — keep your eyes open to get inspiration.
As David Hockney said: ‘If you want to be a good artist, just look around you - but actually look!’



Barry RIP

It is with great sadness that | have to announce the death of one of our members, Barry Freeman (known to his family as
Bill). The following is from his daughter, Alexis Bodycomb:

Dad became ill atthe endof Septemberwith his COPD and was admitted to hospital 4 weeks ago
and I'm sad to sayhishealth wentdownhill rapidly.

The only solace we take at this time isthat he had a fantasticlifefilled with more fabulous
experiences thanlthink mostpeople could fitinto two lifetimes. Until he became ill hewasstill
busyin the shed carving and enjoyinghiscarpentry-lam so pleasedthathe hasmade a couple of
beautiful pieces of fumiture forournew house and of course | have my spitfire which isdisplayed
with much pride inmy hallway. Lastyear hemade my husbhand and 1 a model yachthased on the
'true love'from the film high society forawedding present-all of hiswaork are pieces thatl truly
love. Wecame toseehimatthe garden centre lastyearand | know how much he loved being
involved withyourwoodcarving group.

We will all miss Dad terribly - he really was a genuinely lovely man who was Interested in othersand
interesting toothers.

| am sorry to impart this newsviaemail butlthoughtthatspeedierthanaletterwhich maynotget
postedforsome weeks with the amountof things tobe donehere.

Dads funeral is tobe held atthe Eltham Crematorium at 11.45 on Friday 5 December and then after
wewill be going tothe Falconwood Club, 1 Falconwood Avenue Welling, Kent, DA 16 25H and all are
welcometojoin us.,

Barry was a talented carver and below are some of works. A true individual, he specialised in aeroplanes and similar items
that are outside the comfort zone of most carvers. He will be sadly missed.
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Expressionism

A recent carving published in ‘Chip Chats’ (the American Woodcarvers’ magazine) was of a man’s head, purportedly
laughing. But the expression was poor- it was not clear whether he was indeed laughing, in immense pain, or trying to stifle
anger. | wont republish it here, but it made me realise that while it’s difficult enough to carve a realistic head, its ten times
harder to capture an expression. I’'m not sure what the trick is, but perhaps we could learn from some old masters here.
Below are Roman portrait stature heads. Don’t they just capture the expression?

From the book: The World of L ate Antiquity by Peter Brown., ., The coiperar Decius and the

Mansell Collection ( Allinaria) philosopher Dogmanius: tense and realistic
treatinent of public men in the Ronan
RLANET
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Members’ (and other) Jottings
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Hi Clive,

Juwst to- Let yow kmow | wont be attending meetings for a wirile as | have to- go-

back on to- chemotiverapy.
Please wish everyone a Happy Chuistmas from me and keep the Club News
coming.
WUL see yow all un He New- Year. = e ii
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Mary Paddick, 07929 051373 Marye.paddick@sKy.com
Clive Nash 0208 464 8902 clive@thewoodentops.co.uk,
Terry Vincent 01689 827680 terence.vincent@mypostoffice.co.uk,
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Cathy Thomas 01689 829646 cathy@thewoodentops.co.uk, e e,
Tom Young 01689 851500 tom@thewoodentops.co.uk, m}ENTm
Norman Wilkins 01689878603 norman@thewoodentops.co.uk, (L —_— i
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